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Diocese of Cleveland/N utrition Services

1404 East 9s Street 2"d Floor
Cf evef and. Oh 44114-'17 22

National School Lunch Program/School Breakfast Program - Elementary
Dear ParenVGuardian:

Children need heafthy meals to leam. The Oioce3e of Cleveland/Nutrition Servlces ofiers heallhy meals every school day. Breakfast costs
$1.35; lunch costs $2.25. Your children may qualiry for free meals orfor reduced price meals. Reduced price is $.30 for breakfast and $.40 for
lunch.

To apply for ftee or reduced price meals, use the Free and Reduced Price School Meals Family Application, which is enclosed. We cannot
approve an application that is not complete, so be sure to fill out all required information. Retum the completed applicatlon to the school.

Here are answers to questions you may have about applying:

1. Do I naed to fill out an appllcation for each child? No. You mav use one Free and Reduced Price School Meals Application for all
students in vour household-

2. Iwho can getf|ee meab? Children in households receiving benefits through the Supplemental Nutrition Assislance Program (SNAP), or Ohio
Works First (OVVF) benefits can get free meals regardless of your income. Also, your children can get free meals if your household's gross
income is within ihe free limits on the Federal lncome Guidelines. Please fill out an application.

3. Can foster childr€n get frre meab? Yes, foster children that are underthe legal responsibility ofa fosler care agency or court, are eligible
for free meals. Any foster child in the household is eligible for free meals regardless of income.

4. Can homele3s, runayvay and migt?nt childrcn get fr€s meals? Yes, children who meet the definition of homeless, runaway, or migrant
qualiry for free meals. lfyou have not already been informed lhat they will get free meals for this schoolyear, please call Dlocese of
Cleveland , Nutrltlon Servlcas (2'16) 696S525 Ext. 6320 to see if your child(ren) qualiry.

5. Iwho can get Educed pdce meab? Your chldlen can get bw co61 rneab if your househoH ircofiE b wihh he Educed pdce m on fie Federal Ehbtrty
Income Chai Please fll out an appfcabn.

6. Should I till out an application if I recelved a letter THIS school year saying my childr€n are approved for fr€e meals? Please read
the letter you got carefully and follow the instructions. Please call Diocese of Cleveland/ Nutrition Services (216) 696-5525 ExL 6320 if
you have questions.

7. ily chlld's applicatlon vvas approved last year. Do I need to fill out another one? Yes. Your child's applacation is only good for that
school year and for the first few days of this school year. You musl send in a new application unless you have already received a letter
telling you that your child is eligible forthe new schoolyear.

8- | get WlC. Can my chlld(ren) get tr€e meals? Children in households participating in WIC !!qy be eligible for iree or reduced price meals.
Please fill out an application.

9. Wlll the infomation I glve be checked? Yes, we may ask you to send writlen proof of the information.

10. lf I don't qualify now, may I apply again later? Yes. You may apply or re-apply at any time during the school year. For example, children
with a parent or guardian who becomes unemployed may become eligible for free and reduced price meals if the household income drops
below the income limit.

11. What lf I dlsagree with lhe school's decision about my application? You should lalk to Nutrition Services ofiicials. You may also ask
fora hearing by calling orwriting to: Christine Menhar! Dlocese of ClevelandNutrition Services, l4O4 East Ninth Strcei, 2no Floor,
Cfevefand, OH ,1,0114-1722 121616964525 Ext. 6320.

12. May lapply if someone in my household is nota U.S. cit izen? Yes. You oryour child(ren) do not have lo be a U. S. cit izen to qualiry for
free or reduced Drice meals.

13. Who should I include as membeB ot my household? You must include all people l iving in your household, related or not (such as
grandparents, other relalives, or ftiends) who share income and expenses. You must include yourself and all children who live with you. lf
you live with other people who are economically independent (for example, people who you do not support, who do not share income wilh
you or your children, and who pay a pro-rated share of expenses) do not include them.

14. Whatif my income is not always the 3ame? List the amount that you normally receive. Forexample, if you normally make $1000each
month, bul you missed some work last month and only made $900, put down that you made $1000 per month. lf you normally get overtime,
include it, but not if you get it only sometimes. lf you have lost a .iob or had your hours or wages reduced, use your cunent income.

15. My Spo$e ls deployed to a combat zone. ls his/her combat pay counted as income? No, if the combat pay is received in additional to
his/her basic pay because of his/her deployment and it wasn't received before being deployed, combat pay is not counted as income.
Contact Diocese ot Cleveland/ Nutrition Services (216) 696{525 Ext. 6320 if you have questions.

16. My family need3 mor€ help. Ars there other programs rve might apply for? To ltnd out how to apply for Ohio SNAP or other assistance
benelits, contact your local assistance office or call 877-852-0010.

lf you have other queslions or need help, call (216) 6966525 Ext. 3120 or (800) 869-6525 Ext. 3120 (in-state long distance).

Sincerely,
Nulrition Services 2011-2012
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Your children may qualify for free or
reduced price meals if your household
income falls at or below the limits on
this chart.

FEDERAL INCOME ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES
For School Y ear 20ll-2012

Household size Yearly Monthly Weekly
20,147 1,679 388

2 27,214 2,268 524
3 34.281 2,857 ffi
4 4r,34 3,44 796
) z+8,415 4.035 932
6 55,42 4,624 1,67
7 62,549 5,2r3 t,203
8 69.616 5.802 r,339

Each additional person: 7,M7 589 136

Privacy Act Statement: This explsins how we will use the information you give us.
The Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act requires the information on this application. You do not
have to give the information, but if you do not, we cannot approve your child for free or reduced price
meals. You must include the social security number of the adult household member who signs the
application. The social security number is not required when you apply on behalf of a foster child or you
list a Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), Ohio Works Erst (OWD hogram or Food
Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR) case number or other FDPIR identifier for your
child or when you indicate that the adult household member signing the application does not have a social
security number. We will use your information to determine if your child is eligible for free or reduced
price meals, and for administration and enforcement of the lunch and breaKast programs. We MAY share
your eligibility information with education, health, and nutrition programs to help them evaluate, fund, or
determine benefits for their programs, auditors for program reviews, and law enforcement officials to help
them look into violations of program rules.

Non-discrimination Statement: This explains what to do if you believe you have been treated
unfairly. "In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is
prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability. To file a
complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Adjudication, I4N Independence Avenue,
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call toll free (865) 632-9992 (V oice). Individuals who are hearing
impaired or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-
8339; or (80O) 845-6136 (Spanish). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer."
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